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Jouis 6* die Junii 1689 
_ Reaper, 


Har-the Thariks of this Houſe be 

given to Mr. Wake tor the Ser- 
"i vid he Preached before them yelterday ; : 
| wa. 5 \ Ap that he'be/-defired\ to Print the 
3 _ ſame. ; 


' Deilened 


Hat Mr. "iſ "Wh give him the 
Thanks, and acquaint him with 


- the Deſires of #his Houle according]y. 
| Paul Fodrell, 
TT OU Dow, Ga 
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Preach'd before the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
& F 
St. MaxGaret's WESTMINSTER 
June 5th. 168g. 
Being 


The FAST DAY 


Appointed by the 


KinG and Quex n's Proclamation, 


TO 
Implore the Bleſſing of Almighty God upon their 
MAJESTIES Forces by Sea and Land, and 
Succeſs in the War, now declared, againſt the 
FRENCH KING. | 


By WILLIAM WAKE, Chaplain in Ordinary to 
their MAJESTIES, and Preacher to the Honourable 
Society of Gray sInn, 


LONDON: 


Printed for Ric, Chiſwcll at the Reſe and Crown in St. Paul's 
Church-yard, and William Kegcrs at the Sun over againſt 
St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleet ftreet. 1689. 
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T berefore alſo now ſaith the L o & b, Turn 


Je even to Me with all your beart, and 
with Faſting, and with Weeping, and 
with Mourning. 

And rent your heart and n2t your garments, 
and turn unto the LokD your God, 
for He is Gracious and Merciful, ſlow 
.,.' t® Anger and -of great Kindneſs, and 
'» repenteth Him of the Evil. 


Hough the time of this Prophecy be 
uncertain, ſo that neither the Jewiſh 
Rabbins, nor Chriſtian Antiquaries are 
able to give us any tolerable account 

of it, yet is the Deſign plain, and the words of 

my Text a moſt proper and partherick* enforce- 
ment of the Great duty of this day, ro turn unto 
the Lord our God with all our Heart, and with faſting, 
and with Prep and with mourning, —— for he ts 

Gracious and Merciful, flow ' to Anger and of great 

Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the Evil, hh 

abs A 3 b: 
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Joel I, 1» 
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If welook into the foregoing Chapter, we ſhall 


there find an_ aſtoniſhing Account of the greac 
Evils that were juſt ready to befall che Jewes for 
their Sins. But that which is yet. more-{urpri- 
Zing, is, That though all this-was about to come 
upon them, yet were they neverthelels in/enſible of 
their danger, nor took any the leaſt care to prevent 
their utter delolation. | 
To awaken a ſtupid. and inconfiderate. Peo- 
ple, a Nation dead in Sin and Security, in the 
eginning of this Chapter he prepares a loi and 
magnificent Scene, He ſets betore them a Pro- 
phecy of yer greater dangers than any i they had 
hicherto experimented, and .that' in\ &,manner ſo 
unuſual, with ſuch. .a Pomp of Words, and in 
inch Triumphant Expreſſions, .as carry- a terror 
even inrhe Repericion of them. ,,,© |! 
+ Blow ye.the Trumpet in Zion, . ſound an m in 
my holy Mountam ; Let all. the Inbabitant if the 
Land tremble, for the day of.. the Lox » cometh 5, for 
it.is nigh at hand: A day of. darkneſs and of, gloomineſs ; 
4 day of, Glouds and, of, thick daykueſy ; as, the Morn- 
ms ſpread upon the Mowntqins. ; 1 (4,great People, and a 
ſtrong, there hath;not been ever the like, neither ſhall be 
any more after it. » A fire devours. before them, and 
behind them a flame barncth-: The, Lapd is, as. the Gaz- 


I! e þ den 


"= 


6 


_ 


ads Honourable Houle of Commons. 3 


den . of Eden beſore them, and behind them a deſolate 
wilderneſs. The Earth - ſhall quake before them ; the 
Heavens ſhall tremble ; the Sun and the Moon ſhall be 
dark; and the Stars ſhall withdraw their ſhining. 

; Whatever be, the - Import of thele Phraſes ; 
whether by the mighty and terrible Hoſt here {po- 
ken of, we ory to underſtand that ſwarm-of 


(a) Locuſts, and other Inſefs, that we are (b) before &) /«&in- 


tant in diebis 
rold were utterly to devour all the Fruits of the ' mig 
Land : Orwhether under the Charafer of theſe, caſtarun figer 


veniſſe 


f 4d eam 
we ſhall (c) with moſt Interpreters, comprehend %mirirutizen, 


the numerous and mighty Armies of the Chaldeans onde com 


and Babylonians, which at divers times brought <can frage:, 
| \ þ ſed neVinearum 
ſuch Deſolations, as we read of, upon the Jews : quidem  ar- 


um Cortices, 


This 1s plain, that. we have here che denunciation. ,onyue dimir- 
of ſome Judgment worthy of God, and great as the 7notawn-- 


' Tx _} ni Uirore con- 
ſins and incorrigibleneſs that occaſion'd it. fangs mins 
ſumpes rents 

And now, who would not here expect the. final ficca vincarun 
deſolation of ſuch a People as this? But behold, {0% mms 


> % 3) nerent. Hierons 
God even yet in his Anger. remembers Mercy ; andtho i3 Joel a 
they had hicherto neglc&cd all the Calls and Invi- Econo 
tations of his holy Prophets ro.Repentance, yet He agony 
reſolves, once more to try, whether they would 99,0 


510 Joel. r,. 


| now at leaſt. in their. dangers, hearken: to his, 9*i%i" Joel 
I. 5. Theodsret 
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Admonitions : He raiſes up Joel at once bath to 
ſer before them his Judgments, if they continu'd 
ſtill impenitent ; and to encourage them, by repent- 
ing, not only ro prevent their Ruine, but to aſſure 
themſelves of - his Favour. That though they had 
@ Ny 23 ſo long neglected him, yerif they would (c) now, 
Sn even now at the laſt, return with a true Zeal, and 
2 ſincere Aﬀection to their Duty, they ſhould nor 
fail ro meet wich a favourable acceptance from 
hams? -'- ra | | 
' Therefore alſo now- ſaith the Lox v, Turn ye even. i 
to me, with all your heart, and with faſtmg, and with | 
weeping, and with mourning : And rent your heart, and. 
not your garments, and turn unto the L o & » your God :_ 
Cewinn »» for be 45 gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, and repenteth him of tbe evil. 


- Iris not-my intention to feek a Parallel of all | 
4.1 \ this, either in the- ſors, or in the danger of qur 
+ = own Countrey: Twould willingly hope, that nei. 
ther our Guilt, nor our Incorrigibleneſs have been ſo 
heinous as theirs,/ nor ſhall any ſuch deplorable 
Judyment as this, ever, Itraſt, bemade the puniſh: 
ment of - what our Iniquities Have indeed but too 
juſtly deſerved, ,.. No, blefled be God, who by a 


wonderful Concurrence of great and ſingular Mer. 
{1 cles, 
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cies, ſeems rather to call upon us to celebrate his 
Goodnels, than to deprecate his Judgments ; to 
praiſe his Name in Hymns of Triumph and Eu 
chariſt, thanto weep between the Porch and the Altar, 
in melancholly Litaies to avert his Anger, and 
implore his Mercy. Burt yet ſince the Goodneſs, as 
well as Judgments of the Lord, are deſigned to 
bring us to repentance, and that whether we look 
back into our own particular Actions, or conſider 
thoſe Publick and National Tranſgrefſions, where: 
by we have ſo long and loudly call'd ro Heaven 
for vengeance ; we muſt with ſhame and indig- 
nation confeſs our ſelves ſome of the greateſt of 
Sinners; I cannot bur think, both the Solemn Oc:- 
caſion of this Day, and the Deſign of my Text, 
to be a molt proper and ſeafonable Admonition 
to us, to turn unto the Lord or God, and to implore 
his Bleſſing upon our preſent Enterpriſes , that 
thoſe vile Inſetts, the Locuſts and Caterpillars, that 
have ſo barbarouſly conſumed our Neighbours 
round about us ; our worle than Afſyrian or Ba- 
bylonian Enermies, may not be able to prevail a- 
oainft us. ; 

And indeed, however it has pleaſed God, as 
at this time, to give us ſore Encouragement to 
truſt in his Mercy ; yet we cannot fo- foon P_. 

that 
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that we have alſo born the puniſhment of our ſins. 
For not to repals upon the things that are at a 

reater diſtance from us; ler the Inſtances till 
feſh in all our Memories, ſpeak to us : What 
juſt Apprehenſions did we bur very lately lie un- 
cer of our Lives, and of what is yet dearer to 
us than our Lives, our Liberty, and our Religion ? 
How did our Enemics not only project our Ruin, 
bur as, if it were already accompliſhed, begin to 


ſay in their hearts, nay, they began freely to 


Plal XI, g. {peak it out to us; Aba ! ſo would we have it : Per- 


ſecute them, and take them ; for there is none to deliver 
them. 

And if now we are no longer expoſed to thoſe 
dangers that ſo lately threatned us ; if God has be- 
gun, upon our late more ſerious Concern for Reli- 
gion, and more general rcturn to him, ro give us 
lome Teſtimony of his gracious Delignations to- 
wards us; This certainly ought to be ſo far from 
leflening our ſolemn Humiliation at this time, that 
it ſhould rather engage us to be the more forward 
in perfe&ting our Repentance, the greater Encou- 
ragement we have to hope, that it ſhall be accep- 
red at ourhands. And I muſt now beg leave, with 
{o much the more Earneſtneſs, ro enforce the Duty 


of my Text : 
There 


am 
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Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lo x », turn ye even 
to me with all your heart, and with faſting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning : 

And rent your hearts, and not your garments, and 
turn wnto the Lo « » your G3d. 

By how much Ihope I may with the greater al- 
ſurance propoſe to you the Promiſe of it for your 
Encouragement : 

For he # gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and 

of great kindnels, and repenteth him of the evil. 


[ have already pointed out to you the two great 
parts of my Text ; and which muſt therefore be 
the Subje&t of my Diſcourle upon it ; viz; 


I. The Addreſs of the Holy Prophet to his 
Country, and in that the Exhortation ; which 1 am 
earneſtly in the Name of God to recommend unto 
you this day ; 

To turn unto the LoxD your God with all your 

heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, and 
with mourning, 


IL. The great Encouragement which he offer'd to 
induce them, and which ought to be of no lels a force 
ro ſtir up all of us to a ſerious and diligent per- 
formance of it. B 2 For 


CE, 
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For he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and 


of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. | 


| begin with the former of theſe, the Exhortati ; 
on of my Text : 
I. To turn unto the Lox » your God with all your } 
heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, and | 

with mouring. | 


And here I preſume I ſhall not need to tell you, | 
Thar all this is but a larger Paraphraſe of what I 
may in other Words ca]l a General and National Re- ; 
pentance, 'of thoſe Publick and National Sins which 
had provoked God Almighty to ſend down ſo many | 
Judgments upon them, and tothrearen them with * 
yer greater, if they continu'd ſtill in their Inpeni- 
tence. And indeed, what could be-more reaſona- 
ble, than by ſuch a Solemn and Univerſal Acknow:- 
ledgment both of the Evils they had committed, 
and of the Judgments which they deſerved, and 
of the ſorrow they were now touch d with for their 
Offences, to appeaſe God's Anger for that General 
Incorri bleneſ, by which they had ſo long expo- 
fed __ his Goodneſs and his Juſtice to Contempt, a- 
mong the Heathen round-abour- him ? 
| For 


| 
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For however it be very certain, that all rhe 
outward pomp and ſolemnity of Repentance, the faſt- 
ing, and the weepmg, and the mourning, are at 
beſt but a form of Godlineſs, empty and unprok- 
table, unleſs there be alſo added to theſe thar true 
and inward change af Mind, in which alone conſiſts 
the Pawer of it ; yer there may be ſuch Circum- 
ſtances and Caſes put, wherein this Duty muſt pals 
beyond the Heart and the -Clojer, and the Humi- 
liation will 'be: imperfect, if 4 be not as publickly 
ſer forth to the Eyes of Men, as it is ſincerely perform'd 
in the ſtght of God. 


And {uch eſpecially .muſt-be -the-Repentance for 
National 'Sins, 'Where' Mens Tranſgreſſions have 
been open and notorious, there their Return alfo muſt 
be noile[s Solenmn and Evident ; -rhat ſo the Ho- 
nour.as well as Juſtice of : God may be vindica- 
red in their Forgiveneſs ; -and fome ſort of Re- 
paration-made not-only -for the Guilt which they 
have. contracted, ' bur alſo for the Scandal- which 
they have given to his Honour and Religion in 
the World. 


Now tis this which at once both declares the Pie- 
ty, and commands the publick Humiliation of T 1 s 
Dar. 
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EE 


(©) "be 4 Day, (c) And for the due diſcharge whereof, I mult 
Tov warmth | : : 
rernys matic; INCTEAT You tO go along with me 1n theſe following 


CT wh) To : 

nts 7 Reflections. 
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1/t, Thar though, as I have juſt now ſhewn, 
there muſt be the publick marks of Sorrow and 
Humiliation in our publick Repentance, yet we mult 
by no means ſtop in theſe; nor think that this is 
all that God requires of us in order to our 
forgivenels. 

"This was indeed the Vanity of the Jews hereto- 
fore, and is too much the folly of ſome mil- 
guided Chriſtians now. Their Indignation againſt 
their Sins, and againſt themſelves for having 
committed them, was ſpent eſpecially in the out- 

2 Sam-iii. 31. ward appearance of ſorrow. They rent their Cloaths ; 

x King, xxi- and put on ſackcloath ; they wept, and faſted and went 

uf ſoftly ; and then, they ſuppoſed they had done 
their buſineſs; though it may be their Souls were 
nor yer. Humbled ; nor their Hearts ar all broken 
with any true Contrition for their Sims. 

And ſo among thoſe of the Church of Rome 
at this day. If we may believe ſome of their 
greateſt Caſuiſts, an external Worſhip is ſufficient 
to carry a man to Heaven, withour the trouble of 


the 
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the true inward Devotion of the Soul : He ma 

repent without Contrition ; may faſt with a full Meal : 
Nay, and if the Pope pleaſes, (4) may obtain a (4) This Pf 
plenary remiſſion of his Sins, ſe ancho non foſſe con- 8s very 


feſſo ne contrito ; though he has neither confeſs'd ry, char 1 


ought to give 


themi to any Prieſt, nor finds in his own Heart tome Accoune 


any manner of Contrition for them. Boniface the 


having grant- 
ed a large Indulgence? at Rome, whether the Lombardy, by reaſon of the Wars they then had, 


could nor go to gain it, at the Prayer of Zobn Galear, Viſconte of Milan he grants the ſame 
Indulgence to Milan he had done at Rome, viz. that all the SubjeRts of che ſaid Galeas, though 
they had neicher Confeſs'd their Sins, nor were Contrite for them, ſhould yer be abſolved of 
all their Sins; only for viſiting a few Churches, and paying the Sam of Money prefix'd by the 
ſajd Bull :——Cioe (ſays their own Hiſtorion) che Craſciaſcuno nel dominio del Viſconte, ſe ancho 
non foſſe contrito, ne Corfeſſo, foſſe aſÞluto di ozni peccato, Bern. Corio nella ſua Hiſt, di Milan. . 


| terza part, pag» 629. Ed. Venert. 1565+ 


I ſhall not need to ſay how many new ways of 
Salvation of this kind they have found out ; by 
wearing a Leathern Girdle about their Loins, or 
Scapularies over their Shoulders ; by liſting chem: See Dr. Bre 
ſelves into ſuch or ſuch certam Fraternities ; by and Samuel ar 
dreſng of Altars, and going on Pilgrimages ; by yr —_ 
Holy Water, and Anus dei's: Andall which, and #92 wriatle 
infinite more of the like kind, if, as our late Ma- Vieree. part 
ſters tell us, they are not Authorized by their * 
Church, yer I am fure are publickly Recom- 
mended by their Greateſt Men, and generally 
praCtiſed roo, without any cenſure or contradi- 
ction among them, This is certain, that all theſe, 


and 
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arid whatever Artifices of the like kind, Men ma 
leaſe either ro flatter themſelves, or to delude 
others withal, without a true Contrition, and a (c- 
rious Reformation they are all bur Vanity ; They | 
make a ſhew of Piety in the Eyes of Men, bur | 
they avail nothing to our forgiveneſs with God, | 


———— 


E will not now diſpute of what uſe ſome of | 
theſe External Performances may be to aſſiſt our 

epentdnce, and render our Sorrow for Sin the more | 
folemn, and ſo in ſome Caſes, as I have before ob- 
ſerved, the more pleaſmg to God. I know well 
enough that St. Paul has told us, that Bodily Ex- 
erciſe, where 'tis dilcreerly order'd, does profit a 
little, though it be nor like Godlineſs, profitable for 
all things. Burt then as 'tis plain, that the greateſt 
part of thoſe Follies ſo much magnified and re- 
commended in the Church of Rome, are but vain 
and ridiculous Impotitions to chear the filly and 
ſuperſticious Multitude ; ſo 'tis certain that the 
bet of thele things are neither in themſelves Me- 
ritorious, much lels Satisfattory for Sins, as they 
pretend them to be, nor otherwiſe of any value 
at all with God, than as they are attended with 
that true Repentance, whichalone can either incline 
his Mercy or obtain our Forgivenels. 
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I we will therefore make our ſolemn (e) "uni. 


(e) NnFeias 5 
. reuTlu Ab- 


ation this day acceptable ro God, and availableto 7 


our ſelves, our Connery, and our Religion; we wut 71s « 


Mor, ohmg 


take the Method of the" Prophet in our Text : We mens 7 


Twy Bewws - 


muſt turn unto the Lord our God with all our Fleart, 7 amy 


Kovon, dE 


and rchen our faſtmg, and our weeping, and our rl 73r ea 


Mourning 


ſhall indeed be pleaſing unto him. Ciuyc. rom. 


We mult rent our Hearts and not, 1. e. rather than ; — 

our Garments ; muſt humble our Souls firſt, had 

then the violence we do our Bodtes will be conlider d 

by him. When Jonah denounced Gods Judgments 
againſt Niniveh, we read in his 34, RO” That 


the People. of Niniveh believed, and 
Proclaimed-a 'faſt, and' pat on Sack 
cloath, from the greateſt of them even 
yotto the leaſt. (f) But was this there- 


fore that Repentante tor which he 


ſparedthem ? No, itisnor ſo much 


as once- mentioned among the 
Reaſons of it. Ic was the Reforma- 
tion of their Lives that tied up his 


Hand, and ſhearhed his Sword, 

ver. to. And Gvd ſaw their Works, 

that they turn'd from their Evil way ; 

and Godrepented of the Evil that be ſaid 

be old dotnto them, and be did it not. 
C 
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2: And: this brings me to a ſecond Remark 
for the farther clearing of chis great Duty ; viz. 


| That not only theſe outward marks of penitence are 
© nor ſufficient to the diſcharge of it, but though 


we ſhould to theſe add a true and real ſorrow; of 
heart for the Sins we have committed, even this 
would not be ſufficient to purchaſe our for- 


_ givenels,. 


Now;by true ſorrow, 1 do not mean that little 
imperfeft ſorrow, which looks rather to the danger 
of our Condition, than to the heinouſnels of 
our Offences ; -and bewails our Tranſgreſſtions 
more out of an apptehenfionof thoſe Judgments 
that may. be the Conſequence of ' them, than 
out of any real regret 'that 'we have - ſinned. a- 
gainſt a moſt Gracious and Merciful God. For 


-howeyer thoſe of the ' other Communion, out of 
their-great tendernels to-; Sinners, - have declared 
-fuch a ſorrow as this, if accompanied with Confe/- 


from, to be ſufficient for Mens Satvation ; and 


therefore have reſolved, that true Contritign or a 


Cone: Tr, Bec Jorwow. for fn comitted,” with a purpoſe of ſunung na 


more, #s not neceſſary to the Sacrament of Pennance, 
after the Commiſſion of mortal Sin, but that Attri- 
tion is fuffcient, though a Man knows it to -be no 
more; Yet I ſuppole it needleſs in this place to 
__ obviate 
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obviate any ſuch groſs Error, however other: 
wiſe of very grear danger, .in the Practice of this 
Duty. Be the ſorrow for ſm never ſo fincere ; and 
our Reſolutions thereupon no more to return to the 
Commiſſion of it never ſo firm and well ground- 
ed, yet if inſtead of making. good theſe Reſolu- 
tions we ſhall ſtop here, we are but half Penitents ; 
we yet want that change of 'life, which alone is 
able ro compleat the Nature, and render the Pra- 
Aice of our Repentance acceptable unto God, 
and available to our forgiveneſs. | 


3. In ſhort, thirdly, if we will truly diſcharge 
that Repentance, to which we are here called, we 
muſt do it not by being ſorry for our Sins, 
or by reſolving againſt them, bur by an effetual 
forſaking of them ; 1. e. as our Text ſpeaks, By 
turninz unto the Lord our God. "This is that 
which alone can implore his Favour, and com- 
mend us to his Mercy. And this was what before 
obſerved in the Caſe of Niniveh : When God ſaw their 
works that they turned from their Evil way, then he re- 
pented him of the Evil that be had ſaid he would do 
unto them, and he did it not. 

Nay, - but it-is not any turnng unto God that 
will ſuffice neither : We muſt twnF even unto him, 

C 2 and 
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cRevers, Ex and with all ow + Heart : Words very Emphatical, 


and which offer to us two great Conditions, which 
2%nifide, are abſolutely neceſſary to render our Cover ſim 


Gror. 


every way ſuch as it ought to be. Firſt, Thar 
i muſt be hearty and ſincere : There muſt be 
nothing of the ZAypocrite mix'd with it'; our Souls 
muſt go along with our outward Performances ; 
and theſe penitential appearances be the true De- 
elarations of that real inward ſorrow which we 
Pal xr. 21- feel in our Hearts for our Offences, For God is 
xxrili. 6 Not a Man that he ſhould be mocked. He ſees into 
nom. v3. 27* our Very Souls, and knows the ſecrets of all the Children 
of Men, And Secondly, Thar ic muſt be intire and 
without reſerve : As we muſt be ſorry for every Sin 
we have already committed, ſo we mult reſolve 
Habac, i» 13+ againſt ever committing any for the time to-come ; 
For God is of purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt Iniqui- 
ty; andif our Repentance be ſincere, fo ſhall we 
be roo. The lame Piety which moves usto hate 
any Evil, will equally fill us with an Averſion a- 
gainſt all. And if we deſire to continue but in 
one Offence, it is becauſe that we do truly repent 
of none. 

So that now then if we will anſwer the defign 
of this day :: if we will render our faſt fuch as the 
Lord has choſen, and has promiſed to reward with 

the 
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| the Bleſſings both. of this life, and of that which isto 
! come ; we mult not thinkit enough that we comply 
| with the outward Ceremonies and ſhew of Repen- 
| tance, but we muſt indeed reſolve to bring forth 
; the fruits of it. Whilſt we Addrel our 
! ſelves ro God for Pardon, we muſt take heed 
| to diſpoſe our Souls in ſuch a manner, that we 
' may be fit to receive it, 

| And if wethus improve the great Solemnity 

; of this day, we ſhall not fail ro mzer with a fa- 


; vourable acceprance at the Throne of Grace. | God Joel. ii. 18. 


| will be jealous for his land, and pity his People : He 
; will perfe&t the great Deliverance he has begun 


| for us, and once more render uz the fear and the Deur.ii, 25, 


; terror of all our Enemies round about us. Oar 
Faith which has fo often triumph'd ovec all the 
Arguments of its Adverſaries, ſhall now no leſs 
eciumph over all their black Deſigns to root it out 


and to deſtroy it; and {hw to all the World, 
that though for our "T'ryal God may lfomztimes 
permit the Winds to blow, and the Flonds to riſe, and 


the Storms to beat againſt our Churchy yet has he 


founded it on that Rock that ſhall neverfail ; Nor Mar. xvi. 18, 


ſhall the gates of Hell, either the Power of France 
or the Cunning of the Jeſwit, or the Malice of 
Both, ever be able to prevail againſt it, 

And 
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And chis brings me to the other thing I am to 
ſpeak to: Our Encouragement to this Duty. 0 


I. -For God is Grciouas and Merciful, ſlow to 
anger and of great Kindnels, and repenteth him 
of the Ewil. 


It is not at all needful for me to enter on any 
particular Explication of all theſe Gracious Attri- 
butes, and ſhew what Arguments every one of them 
affords to engage -us to Repentance. Two things 
in General there are, which will at firſt fight ariſe 
from them to excite us to it, Viz, 


1/# The Goodneſs and Mercy of God to the 
greateſt Sinners upon their Repentance. 


God is Gracious and Merciful, and of 
great Kindnels. 


2dly His anwillingne/s to pronounce any Judg- 
ments/at.all againſt them, and his readineſs 


to regphghem, if they repent. 


Fle is flow to Anger, and Repenteth him 
of the Evil. 


And 


UMI 


) 
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And 1 /t Of. the Goodneſs and Mercy of God to, 
the Greateſt of Sinners upon their Repentance, , 


=o 7 It! \ T7 Trl b.1 
He is Gracious and Merciful and of great 
T :Kindnels. | 'L ; 3,3 MA 


When God Proclaimed his own Name in the 
midſt of the People. -of ,. Frael, we :read in, the 
xxxiv. of Exotlus, that he: choſe to do it hot-{o 
much in the terrible Attributes of his Majeſty and 
Power, as in the ſoft 1dea's of his Mercy and Gagd- 


neſs, The Lord, the Lord God, Merciful and. Gra- Exod. xxxiv. 
ciows, tong-ſuffering. and abundant - in Goodueſsi.and © 7 


truth ; keeping Mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
and tranſgrefjion, and ſm. And it welook intoal] 
the following Repreſentations which he makes of 
himſelf, whether by his Holy Prophets under the Le- 


gal, but eſpecially by:our Bleſled Saviowr and his 


Apoſtles under the Chriſtian Diſpen/ation, we ſhall find 
there is no Charafter he ſo much delights in as this. 
of being Good and Gracious, not \willing that 'any 


ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to. Repentance, 


2 Peter 11. 8. | 
And now what more forcible Encouragement 


can any .one deſire to. bring, him to Repentance, 


than to be thus aſſured of the Goodyeſs and:Mercy 


ot 
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of God tothe greareſt of 'Sinners, if chey Repent ? 
"That he will nor only! forgive him upon his re- 
turn, but will even affiſt him with Grace and 
Strength in-the'doing of | it” Thar he deſires not 
the death of the moſt Profligate -. Offender, but 
rather that he ſhould turn from his wickedneſs and live. 
In a word, That he has promiſed forgiveneſs, 
withont exception, 'to the moſt witked Men u 
their Repentance ;' fo that if they will bur yet break 
. off their evil Courſe, and keep his Statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, they ſhall ſarely live, they 
ſhall not dye. Fzek. xvii. 21 © - 

\Many are the ways, and excellent' the Me- 
thods that God has taken to convince” us of | his 
Metcy, and the time would fail meto enter on a 
particular Conſideration of them. js 


- Sometimes he declares not only thar he is ready 
to pardon us if we repent, but that he even de- 
ſires we ſhould repent that he may forgive us. And 
leaſt his Word ſhould not be ſufficient, he con- 
firms thar deſire with an Oath, Ezek. xxxifi. 11. 4s 1 
live, ſaith the Lord God, 1 have no pleafure in the 
death of the Wicked; but that the Wicked twrn from his 
way and | live { Turn: ye, turn ye from your Evil 
ways, "for why will ye 'die O Houſe of Tfract 2 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes he Expoſtulates with us in the way 
of Reaſoning, to (ce if by that means he may be a- 
ble to bring us to conſider his Love and Aﬀection 
ro us. I{ai. 1. 16. Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the t6iah 1. 
Evil of your doings from before mine Eyes'; ceaſe to dy —&: 
evil, learn to do well, —— Come now and let us reaſon ——17. 
together, ſaith the Lord : Tho your Sins be as Scarlet, ____ 9 
they ſhall be white as Snow ; though they be red like : 
Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wooll. 

If he Exhorts us to Repentance, he always does 
it upon this Promiſe, that he will Pardon us if we 
repent. If we turn from our Sins, Iniquity ſhall not Ezck. xvii 
be our rune. a 

If he threatens Judgments, yet ſtill he keeps a 
reſerve for Mercy to triumph over Judgment ; and 
will rather be thought inconſtant in his moſt Pe- 
remptory Decrees, than inexorable to Repenting 
Sinners. Thus he commanded Jonah to go to 
Nimiveh, and to pronounce an utter deſtruction / 
againſt it. He fix'd the very time too, Jet four- Jonah. ii. 4 
ty days and Niniveh ſhall be overthrown. But what 
now was the iſſue of all this? Way, the Cty be- 
lieved, and feared God, and turn'd from their Evil 
way : And God repented of the 'Evil that be faid- he —— 10: 
would do unto them, and he did it not, Jonah: 3. 
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And what muſt the Conſequence of all theſe 
Refleftions be, but to engage us not to dilpiſe the 
Goodneſs of God, whereby he thus Gracioully 
invites us to Repentance ; A to conclude with 
Holy David , Pſal. xxx. 3. If thou Lok v ſhouldſt 
be extream to mark what is done amiſs, O God 
who may abide it * But there is Mercy with thee, there- 
fore ſhalt thou be feared. 

And what I have now ſaid of Gods mercy in Ge- 
neral, will yet more hold in the other Part of this 
Charafter, wherein is {er our co us in Particular, 


Secondly, his great unwillingneſs to .pronounce 
any Judgments at all againſt Siners, and his 


readineſs to recal them upon their Repentance. 


Fe is (low to anger, and repenteth him 
of the Evil. 


And becauſe I would now, were able, ſpeak 
not ſo much to your Reaſon, as to your Senſe 
and Experience, to your Conſciences and Aﬀettions ; 
I will for the Proot of this no more lead you 
back to the T/raelites in this Prophecy ; to Paſt-times, 
and unknown Countries ; but will rather delire you 
ro conſider your own Times, your own Country, 
and 
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and if you will allow me freely to add it, your 
own Souls. Which of all theſe will nor afford 
me an evident Demonſtration of the Patience and 
long-ſuffermg of God ? And ſpeak him in the 
words of the Text, to be a God ſlow to anger, and 
that repenteth him of the Evil ? 

That after ſo many Sims, as we have every 
one, the very beſt of us committed, we are yet alive 
this day, whereas God might, it he had plea- 
ſed, long ſince have cut us oft in the midſt of our 
Sins : That after ſo many calls and invitations 
as he has ſent to bring us to Repentance, he is 
ſtill pleaſed to call and to invite us to it : That 
notwithſtanding we have fo far abuſed his Good 
neſs and long-ſuffermg, as to improve that which 
above all things ſhonld have the moſt engaged us 
to our Duty, into an encouragement to go on the 
rather in our Sins; he nevertheleſs ſtill continues 
to us the Offers of Pardon and Peace, if we will 
even now m this our day confider the things that 
make for our Peace : What is all this bur a moſt 
Demonſtrative, as well as a moſt Aﬀectionate 
Proof, that God is indeed flow to anger, not wil- 
ling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to Repentance ? 
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Thar he has deliver'd us out of {ſs many damn: 
gers, in which, but for his Providence over us 
we muſt long ſince have periſh'd : "That he has 
{mitten us in Mercy, not in Judgment ; to 
corre and admonifh, not to ruine and deſtroy 
us : That upon our deprecating his Anger, he 
has at any time heard our Prayers, and an{wer'd 
our Defires : What is this. but a plain Evidence 
that he ſmites not willingly, nor loves to affift the 
Children of Men : and ſo is a God repenting 
him of the Eyil that he is at any- time forced 
either to threaten us with, or to bring upon 1s. 

And if we look into his Difpenſations towards 
us in the common concern of our Country and 
our Religion ; How ſlow muſt that God have been 
to Anger, who after ſo many years Attendance, 
nevertheleſs ſtill calls upon us, as at this day, to 
turn from our Evil way, and from the violence that 
is m ow Hands, that our Iniquity may not be our 
rune * 

And for his repentmg him of the Evil, which we 
have ſometimes forced him by our continual Pro- 
vocations to ſend upon us: Let the Inſtances which 
we our ſelves have known ſuffice co tell us, how 
unwilling he has ſhewn himſelf to bring us to an 


utter delolation. 
When 
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When tt plealed God for our iniquiries, to 
deſpiſe, . in bis indignation, both the King and the Prieft ; Lam. ii. 5 
and by the deplorable Judgment of Gyil Confuſt- 
ons, had proved and exerciled us about Twenty 
Years; with what a Miracle of Mercy did he Piil. cxxvi. 1. 
turn again the Captivity of Ston, and reſtore to 
us both our Government and Religion, as before ? 


When this would not do, buc our Sins and 
our Proſperity return'd together; ſo that we were 
again in a very few years become ripe for judg- 
ment ; He called forth a deſtroying Angel ; He pur 
a new Sword into his Hand, and commanded 
him to flay. his Thoufands and Ten Thouſands in 
our , Streets, The Piacns conſum'd. our 
Strength , and: hardly was that pals'd, when an- 
other Vengeance, a devouring Fire, luch as 
ſcarce any Age or Country has ever heard of , 
burnt down our Dwellings. And had not the 
Hand of God wonderfully interpoſed, we muſt 
have been as Sodom, and w: ſhould have been like unto Waiah 1. 2 
Gomorrah, 

And yet -how did he then cover us with his 
hand in that day of his diſpleaſure 2 'He neither 
{ufter'd our Enemies - to invade us from abroad, 
nor any Domeſtick Quarrels ro embroil us art 
home. 
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home. He preſerved us in Peace ; he ſent again 
the Bleſſings of Plenry and Proſperity among us, 
and our City is riſen more Great and Glorious ouc || pe 
of its Aſhes. | hi: 
Whar-ſhall I ſay to the fears and jealouſres we 
have labour'd under ſince, from a reſtleſs Party, 
Enemies to the Name of Proteſtant , and by | bis 
Principle conjured, if they can, to root it out of | w 
the World ? Wi 
In how many dangers has God delivered us? || Pt 
And how many Deligns, for ought we know, Þ| Mi 
may he have prevented , which have not yer || th 
been brought ro light? And when ar laſt, either Þ| p! 
to awaken us the more effectually to a Repentance Þ| t© 
of our ſms, or it may be to accompliſh the num- | fr 
ber of their Iniquities, he deliver'd us over for a lir- þ 
tle while into the hands of our Enemies ; and to | pl 
convince the moſt incredulous among us, what Þ|1ts 
the true Spirit of prevailing Popery is, ſuffer d them J*© 
with ſuch an inconſiderate Fury to purſue our Ru- IR 
ine, that no Ties, either of God or Man, were 
lufficient to reſtrain them; bur all Obligations, 
whether of Juſtice or Conſcience , were equally 
trampled under their teer : How did it then pleaſe 
our Almighty Defender to aſſert his Charatter of 
being a God repentins him of the eyil that he had 
broughr 
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brought upon us, in a manner that is the Wonder 
and Aſtoniſhment of the preſent, and, that I am 


perſwaded, ſhall be the Praiſe and Triumph of 


his Church in all ſucceeding Generations ? 


He raiſed us up a Deliverer out of the Houſe 0 
bis Servant David. He touch'd his Princely Heart 
with a Generous Senſe both of the Evils which 
we had ſuffer'd, and of the greater that we ap- 
prehended. His Fmour and his Zeal enflamed 
him to do ſomewhat worthy Himſelf ; and 
that might anſwer the mighty Hopes God had 
prepared us to conceive of Him. He medita- 
ted the great Work of delivering our Countrey 
from Oppre/ſion, and our Religion trom Deſtrutti- 
om. And by the Bleſſing of God, he accom- 
pliſh'd ir, in a manner , ſo extraordinary in all 
its Circumſtances, as, I think, ſhould not ſuffer us 
to doubt from whoſe Providence it was, that this 
Redemption was {ent to us. This was the Lord's doing, 
and, whatever it is, Iam ſure ought to be, marvellous 
monr Eyes: And may, I think, be a final, Thope 
it ſhall be an effefual Confirmation to us of this 
Great Engagement of our Text, to turn to him with 
all our hearts ; viz, That he is a God repenting him-of 
the evil; and therefore whole Mercy, if we now 
| | truly 
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truly do ſo, we may ſecurely depend upon both 
for the forgiveneſs of our ſins, and for our delive. 
rance from thoſe dangers which our, ſms have ſo juſtly 
expoſed us to. Len ty 
And now what remains, but that having all 
theſe great Encouragements, ſuch Promiſes , or 
rather , ſuch an Earneſt of God's Favour to us, 
we reſolve, every one of us, ſeriouſly to com. 
ply with | the great Deſign both. of this Day 
and of this Diſcourſe ; and by our ſincere Re. 
pentance for our paſt Offences, obtain that Bleſſing 
we ſo much #28 both for our Countrey, and for 
our Religion, 
Never was there a time wherein. we- had 
reater Reaſon to hope for Ged's Acceptance 
than at this Day ; and {uch an Occaſion as this, to 
implore his Favour, there may not perhaps a 
gain occur in the Courſe of many Ages. 


For indeed what is it that we are now af 
lembled ro recommend ro His Mercy , bu 
in ERect the preſervation of our Selves, ou 
Laws, our Liberties, and our Religion, againſt 
the Violence of thole who have long conlpire 
both Their and Our deſtruction. 


That 
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-\ That the would prefade. in our -Councs, :and 
go forth with our Armies; and {o dire&t the 
one, and proſper the other, that we: may a- 
gain enjoy : the Bleſſings of Peace and Secu- 


rity ; that there -may be .no decay , no leading into Plat. cxliv. 


Captivity, and no juſt complaining in our Streets, 


And this he will do, if we be not our 
ſelves wanting to our own preſervation. . Only 
let us a&t as becomes Good Chriſtians, and True 
Engliſhmen; let us do all things for the Glory 
of God, and for the Safery, Honour, and 
Welfare of our Country : In the words of Joab 
to his Brother liſhai, upon an Occaſion not 
much different from our own at this time ; 


Let us be ſtrong, and of good Courage, and let us 2 $mm. x.12. 


play the Men for our People , and for the Cities of 
our God ; and then he will not fail us, nor for- 
fake us. 

But if inſtead of purſuing the things that 
make for oyr Peace , we ſhall ſtill go on to 
precipitate our own deftruCtion : If when we 
are call'd this Day to turn unto the Lox Þ ow 
God with all our hearts, and with faſting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning ; we {hall in- 


It 


ſtead thereot faſt only for ſtrife and for debate : 16. tvii. 4. 
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If when we ſhould. be there : proftrating \our 
ſelves before-the' L 0.x», 0 implore che Cor 
pletioa of that Great Deliverance he has, be- 
gun to work for us; we thall, on rhe comra: 
ry, continue” ungratctully \coomurnu apainſt his 
' Providence , and be ready almaſt to 1mplead his 
Juſtice for what he has already done; and 
with thoſe repining Jfracktes af old , ibe looking 
back' again to our Eeyptian Bondage, when we 
are brought even within prolpett of the Pre- 
miſed Land: In a word ,. If when we ſhould 
be uniting our felves againſt the Common Ene- 
wy of our Country and 'Chriftendom , we ſhall 
ſaffer a Spirit of Fattion and Sedition , of My 
tiny and Diſcontent ; of private Intereſts, and 4m- 
ſeaſonable Reſentments, to diſtract -our Councils, 
and divide us againſt -one another ; What can 
we then expe, but that God {ſhould at laſt 
give us over into the hands of our Enemies , 
and mitke thoſe that hate us to rule -0ver us. 


Wherefore now, ariſe O ye Worthies, ye. Cho- 
fen, and Counſellours of our Fra! ; Conſult, -con- 
ſider, and yeſobve : And -may the God of 
Heaven ; the iGod [before whom ave ;are here 
aſſembled «this -Day ; He who bus, and thes, 


and 
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and we truſt will fill deliver us; our Rock, 
and aur ;;Defence againſt, the Face of our Ene 
mies., lo dire&t and. proſper all yaur Conſul 
tations, that the Children which are yet un- 
born, may riſe up in their Generations, and 
call. you Bleſſed, when they ſhall enjoy : the 
Benefits of that Peace, that Security, which we 
truſt ſhall deſcend to: them, through your Wiſe 
and Vigorous' Reſolutions, 

Behold this day the Eyes not of your own Nati- 
on only, but of al the Nations round about us, fix'd 
upon you: The Fortunes, I do not ſay, of every 
{inglePerſon among you, though that were ſome- 
what; nor of your own Country and Religion-only, 
which ought'to be much more valued; but whar 
is yet more conſiderable, the Fortunes of all 
the Reformed Churches, and diftreſſed Countries of 
Europe, depending- on che ſucceſs of our preſent 
Enterprizes. This is the fatal Griſis, char mult 
ſecure. or ruine bath them and us: for ever. 


May the Conſideration of all theſe "things, 
inſpire every one of you with a Spirit. ſuirable 
ro that great Truſt. char. is here 'commitred r6 
you : A Spirit ot Wiſdom and 'Wagerſtandins ; a 
Spirit of Prudence and Diſcretion; a Spirit of 
NE L 2 Cha- 
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Charity and Moderation ; but above all with a 
Spirit of Piety and Unity; that being endu'd 
with all theſe excellent Qualitizs, ye may be- 
come the Repairers of our Breaches ; the Re- 
ftorers of our almoſt loſt and trampled Liber- 
ties; the Defenders of our Faith ; the Support of 
your Country ; the Avengers of your barbarouſly 
abus'd Allies ; the Scourge and Terror of the 
Univerſal Enemy of Truth , Peace, Religion , Na- 
ture: In ſhort, of all the common Laws and Rights 
of God and of all Mankind. 


May your Councils be Govern'd with ſuch'a 
Calmneſs and Temper, as may fettle and com- 
poſe all the unquier and diſfacished- Spirits ( if 
there be any ) yet remaining among us ; and 
ſuffer none to regret our wonderful preſervati- 
on, bur thoſe only whoſe fury had once 
prompted them to attempt, and whoſe Prin- 
ciples. ſtill carry them on, to defire our De- 

ion. 

May your Reſolutions be as ſpeedy, as the 
publick Neceſſities are preſſing ; and their Execu- 
tion be accompanied with a Fidelity and Succeſs 
that may equal not. only our Expectation, but 
even our very Hopes and our Deſires. 

And 
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the: Honourable Hoke of Comntaons. 34 = 
- And for the © accompliſhment 'of"'all! theſe 
Bleſſings ; - and whatever elſe "may ſerve. to: 
make theſe: Kingdoms Happy. 4004 023 50 


May Weall this day, faſt the faſt which' the 
Lord has choſen ; to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to 16. Lvii 6. 
undo ." the heavy-burdens, and to let the »Oppreſſed go 
ree. 

4 Let us confeſs our wickedneſs, and be forry for Pal xxwrils 
our ſins. 

fo 4s turn to the Lo xD our God with all our Joet. ii. 13, 
heart ; and with faſting, and with weeping, and 
with mourning. 

Let us deal our Bread to the Hungry, and bring the 1a. Lyii. 9.3 
Poor to our Houſes. 

Then ſhall we call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer ; we —8. 
ſhall cry, and. be ſhall ſay here TI am. Our light —9, 
ſhall break forth as the Morning, and our righteouſ- 
neſs as the Noon-day. 

God ſhall come, and ſhall not keep fulence : He ſhall pg. 1. 4. 
ſave us from our Enemies, and put them to ſhame va. xiv. +. 
that bate us. 

He ſhall ariſe, and all our Adverſaries ſhall be ſcat--Pal. Lxvii. 1, 
terd.; they alſo that hate us ſhall flee before us ; Like y 
as the ſmoke vanifheth, ſo ſhall we drive them away ; Exod. xv, 16 


terror and dread ſhall fall upon them, 
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oth Serve: Pretib'd bafore,: Ko. 1B 
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-: Sb ſhall;all ous Mourning be rucged into Lavgh 
ter, and our Heevingſs, into . Jox;z and. we {hel} ye 
ſing the Song of Moſesaqd of the Lamb; when heſhak 
have given us reſt from all our - Enemies round A 


about us; 
| Siratiniond Gly; and. Peer, and Prove, an 
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Thankſgiving, be to him that ſteth upon the Throne fam 
and to the Lamb for Ever and Ever. Amen. _ 
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